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Re:  Ontario Regulation 295/74, Nursing Act 1991

On behalf of the Canadian life and health insurance industry, I would like to thank you
for the opportunity to provide input into the proposed regulatory changes to allow
nurses (RNs) prescribe certain drugs.

The CLHIA is a voluntary trade association with member companies that account for 99
percent of Canada's life and health insurance business.  In Canada, at the end of 2018,
the life and health insurance industry provided more than 25 million Canadians with
private supplementary health insurance coverage and made payments of about $11.7
billion on prescription drugs.

The College is proposing amendments to Ontario Regulation 275/94 (General) made
under the Nursing Act, 1991 to authorize RNs to prescribe individual drugs as well as
drug categories related to:

• Immunization,
• Contraception,
• Wound care
• Travel health
• Smoking cessation, and
• Over-the-counter medications.

In addition, RNs will be able to communicate a diagnosis.

Many of these drug products are reimbursed by private health plans.  The CLHIA
supports this initiative as it will provide easier access to services for private plan
members at potentially lower cost.  This will certainly benefit Ontarians without access
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to a general practitioner as well as those individuals living in remoter areas.  Nurse
practitioners and physicians can focus of patients with more complex conditions.

In summary, the private insurance industry expects this regulatory change to ultimately
have a positive impact on access for Ontarians, including those with private health
plans.  We support the implementation of the revised regulations as one component of
a larger strategy to address access to healthcare services and products in Ontario.

We look forward to implementation of the revised regulations and would be pleased to
discuss any of the issues raised in this submission in more detail at your convenience.

Yours sincerely,

Original signed by

Joan Weir
Director, Health and Disability Policy


